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belligerent nations "immediately to start peace negotiations" and
added: "The government considers a just peace to be one without
annexations, without the seizure of foreign lands? without the
forced inclusion of foreign nationalities, and without indemnities."
Still more outspoken was the message of the Soviet Government
of December 17, 1917, (its author was Joseph Stalin), addressed
uto all toiling Moslems of Russia and the East'7:

A republican Russia and her government, the Soviet of People's Com-
missars, are against the seizure of foreign lands: Constantinople m*ist
remain in the possession of the Moslems . . .

. . . The [RussG-British] treaty concerning the division of Persia
is null and void. The Persians will have the right freely to determine
their fate.

The [inter-Allied] treaty concerning the partition of Turkey is null
and void. The Armenians will have the right freely to determine their
fate,

In the meantime, the disintegration of the Russian state pro-
ceeded at a rapid pace. When, the Germans began peace negotia-
tions with the Soviet delegates in Brest-Litovsk, they dealt with an
enemy deprived of an army, of administrative machinery, and of
rich territories.

NO ANNEXATIONS?

No other Russian party ever went so far as did the Bolsheviks in
calling for "self-determination of nations." Lenin's program pro-
vided not only for autonomy for every people within the Soviet
state, but also for the right of secession; quite a few nationality
groups availed themselves of the newly promulgated privilege. On
the other hand, no other party strove, so hard to establish a great
Soviet state. The Bolsheviks felt that while secession of nations and
areas from Russia was sometimes inevitable, it was still a backward
step and every attempt should be made to prevent the loss of one
foot of the soil of the former empire* In the calamitous years
1917-20, the separation of national minorities formerly within the
Russian state became an outstanding trend. Lenin was essentially
opposed to the separation of the Baltic States or Finland from the
Soviet state and more than once local Communist uprisings tried
to reunite these areas with Soviet Russia* In his war against Poland